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QONFIDENTIAL.) REPORT (No. 26 of 1879. 4 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE — 


y Week ending the 28th June 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. salen Gan. = wr hee Sa — 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 | “Bharat Shramajivi’’ ... Si ... | Barahanagar ie 4,000 
9 |*Gramvarta Prakashika’ ivi .». | Comercolly ove 200 
Fortnightly. 
9 |‘ Purva Pratidhwani”’... iis ... | Chitta me es secvee 
4 |“Rajshahye Samvad”  ...  .... «ee | Rajsh see} eonnes 
Weekly. 
5 |** Ananda Bazar Patrika ” a ... | Calcutta oe 700 {17th June 1879. 
¢ |“ Bharat Mihir” = soe ... | Mymensingh as 658 |17th ditto. 
7 |‘ Bengal Advertiser”... oes ... | Calcutta aa a 
g |“ Bardwdn Sanjivani” ... -_ ... | Bardwan — oa 24th = ditto. 
9 |‘ Dacca Prakash”’ ve -_ ... | Dacca one 400 
10 | ‘Education Gazette”... as ... | Hooghly ii 1,168 | 20th ditto. 
) 11 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”’ san as ... | Dacea 300 {14th ditto. 
12 | “ Hindu Ranjika”’ sa ... | Beauleah, Réjshéhbye... 200 {18th ditto. 
13 |“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” ii .«- | Berhampore ee ee 13th ditto. 
14 | “ Navavibhakar’”’ ioe ... | Caleutta as 900 }.16th and 23rd J une 1879. 
15 ‘6 Pratikar”’ an see Berhampore ees 235 20th J aes % 
16 | “ Rangpore Dik Prakash” iva .». | Kakinia, Rangpore .., 950 |19th di to™ a 
17 | “ Sadharani” ee ied .. | Chinsurah we 516 | 22nd ditto. cd 
18 | **Sahachar”’ saa OF .e | Calcutta an 600 | 23rd ditto. 4 
19 | “ Samalochak” me ie «| Ditto i 1,000 
20 | ‘Samachar Sar ”’ es si .» | Allahabad pee Gees 
21 |“ Sanjivani”’ as Ae ... | Mymensingh ie See 20th _ ditto. 
22 |“ Sulabha Samachar” ,., ve ... | Calcutta isi 5,500 | 21st ditto. 
Tri-weekly. 
23 | “Samachar Sudhavarshan” .. «| Ditto 1“ sesans 
Daily. | : 
24 |“Samvad Prabhikar” ..,  .......| Ditto .{ 650 |20thto 26th June 1879. a 
25 |‘ Samvad Pirnachandrodaya” ...  _—...| Ditto i ers 20th to 26th ditto. | 
26 | * Samachar Chandrikaé”’ a x.» | Ditto oe 625 |18thto 20th ditto. 
27 |‘ Banga Vidya Prakashikaé’”’ _,,. ..» | Ditto se rhea 23rd and 24th ditto. : 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
28 |‘ Murshidabéd Patriké”... ... ...| Berhampore a ee er 6th June 1879. 
ENGLISH AND oem | 
29 | Urdu Guide” Rey see ... | Calcutta des 400 | 21st ditto. : 
Ene@LisH, Bencati, AND Hinp1. | : a 
Daily. 2 
30 |“ Byapari;” or, The Trader ...  ...| Ditto we] sveeee | 28K to 28th June 1879. z 
Hint. } os 
Weekly. = 
- : Behar Bandhu” a 1 ...| Bankipore, Patna se... 609 | 25th June 1879. 
3; |. phérat Mitra ” as ee w+] see | 19th and 26th June 1879. 
3 |“ S4r Sudhaénidhi”’ ca is recess | 2OLA June 1879. 
PERSIAN. 
34 |“ Jam-Jahan-numa” re ne «|. Ditto vee | 250 
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June 14th, 1879. 
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PoLitIcAL. 


Wz give below the substance of an article in the Navacsbhdkar, of the 
16th June, headed ‘A few words about the 
treaty of Gundamuk.” Beyond a temporary 
restoration of peace, the treaty has not brought us a particle of advantage. 
We do not, of course, undervalue what has been gained. The Afghan war was 
working the ruin of this country; and the cessation of hostilities, therefore, 
cannot but be welcome. What is, however, to be regretted is that, haunted 
by an idle fear of Russia, Government has not been able to completely 
remove the causes which brought about the war. The Amir has agreed 
to admit a British Resident into Cabul, and guarantee his personal safety. 
Now, it does not seem that he willingly agreed to this stipulation. The 
Afghans are intensely opposed to it ; and considering that they are a vindictive 
people, and that Yakub’s authority is not yet fully established over them, there 
is nothing to show that they will not seek to harm the British Resident. [t 
will be impossible for the Amir to act up to the responsibility which has 
been thrown upon him. Should he fail to protect Major Cavagnari and 
the other British officers from injury, would the British Government re-com- 
mence hostilities P Wefear lest Government should be found to have 
been too clever by-half. The stipulation regarding the annual subsidy of 
six lakhs of rupees to be paid to the Amir has inflicted as much damage on 
the finances as on the prestige of the British Government. 


The treaty of Gundamuk. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


2. The Aindu Aitaishini, of the 14th June, was received late in this 
The appointment of natives tohigh Ollice on the 21st instant. We extract the 
offices in the public service. following observations from its leading editorial 
headed ‘* A new hope to result in disappointment.” The present Viceroy Lord 
Lytton has at last come to feel for the people of India, and his attention having 
been directed to the learning and aptitude for work possessed by them, His 
Excellency now appreciates their worth and sympathizes with them in their 
difficulties. He now remembers certain orders which were issued by Her 
Majesty’s Government in 1872, and will not, it seems, rest until he has 
appointed natives of the country to the high offices under Government. 
His Excellency, it seems, is determined to improve their status, no matter 
whether they ask him to do this or not. 

What more have we to fear? Fortune is now favorable to us. Hence- 
forth shall we be Magistrates, Judges and Commissioners, Directors of Public 
Instruction and Inspectors of Schools; we and our relations shall have a 
monopoly of the appointments in the opium, salt, customs, police, and survey 
departments. In short, all offices from the post of a village chowkeedar 
up to the Lieutenant-Governorships will ere long come into our hands, and 
we shail be all in all in our own country. Lord Lytton is about to confer a 
boon upon the natives which they have never, under any circumstances, 
thought of. His Excellency is about to reserve for us all appointments 
worth Rs. 200 and upwards, and our effusive joy at the prospect has rendered 
us speechless. The circular, however, which he has issued on this subject, 
is intended to impose upon the people, and to remove the unpopularity 
which he has incurred. In practice, he is not likely to ever view native 
interests with favor. His attitude towards the people of this country 
and the favor (?) he is disposed to show them have been made cot- 
spicuous by certain of his recent actions. That we do not always see through 


f 
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nis tricks is simply due to our lack of intelligence. But even a fool would 
learn from experience. His diplomatic devices had repeatedly taken us 
‘1, until we learnt to pry into the motives of every action and receive 
verbal assurances with caution. 

8 The Navavibhdkar, of the 16th June, gives the substarice of the 

sie ethic, 0d hb wheal minutes of Mr. Stokes, Sir Alexander Arbuth- 
yg dissenting majority of the not, and the other members of the Governor- 
Viceroy’s Council on the subject. General’s Council who expressed dissent from 
the views of the Viceroy and Sir John Strachey on the remission of the 
cotton duties. This independent and honest expression of their sentiments 
by the majority of the Councillors has been: exceedingly gratifying, and the 
people are grateful to them. The arguments employed are not indeed new, 
but they are cogent and such as cannot be refuted. The Editor proceeds 
to observe that the remission of the cotton duties will produce dissatis- 
faction in two ways. First, a new tax must be imposed to make good the 
loss that will have been occasioned by the relinquishment of such a large 
amount of revenue. The duties which were levied on imported cotton goods 
were not felt as a burden; and there was, therefore, no room for dissatisfac- 
tion. Almost all commodities being already subject to taxation either direct 
or indirect, a new tax, however, such as one on incomes which only is feasible, 
will prove extremely harassing. The experience of the License tax shews 
what hardship and oppression is caused by an Income tax, both in the 
matter of assessment and collection. At the present moment, nothing 
causes so much dissatisfaction as an absence of impartiality in the pro- 
ceedings of the License tax assessors and collectors. ‘The remission of the 
cotton duties will produce similar effects. Secondly, the impression, that 
by the remission of these duties the interests of the people of India have been 
sacrificed to the exigencies of party in England and to gratify the selfish 
ereed of Hnglish merchants, will lead toa diminution of the respect and 
esteem in which the British Government is held by the people; and this 
result will be marked in proportion as the impression gains ground. That the 
people of India who are well known for their steadfast loyalty tothe British 
crown may not, through the faults of individual rulers, learn to doubt the 
benevolent motives of our Government, is what should always be the object 
of the authorities. The remission of the cotton duties, as observed by the 
dissenting members of the Governor-General’s Council and ourselves, has 
already produced such doubts in the minds of the people. 

4. ‘The same paper contains an article headed the “ Committees appoint- 
Committees, and the function of ed by Government, and the absolute power 
ea tases of the Chairman.” The Editor observes, with 
regret, that in all such meetings, committees, and associations, the President, 
who is usually a Government officer, usurps the whole power, while the mem- 
bers sit as dummies. ‘This is the case almost everywhere. In the municipal 
and road cess committees, in the district education committees, in the meetings 
of the senate of the University, in the Legislative and executive councils 
of Government, the President carries the day, and the members are no where. 
The least show of independence by any member exposes him to the rebuke 
or banter of the Chairman. In the discussion on the Rent Bill, Baboo 
Krista Das Pal was thus addressed in a bantering tone by Sir Ashley Eden, 
while the representations of the majority of the members of the Viceroy’s 
Council were quietly set aside by Lord Lytton in the matter of the remission 
of the cotton duties. If the object of Government be to deprive the Council 
of its independence, and since the treatment accorded by Lord Lytton to 
his Councillors has been such as is generally extended to an inferior by a 
superior, the Council had better be abolished. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
Jane 16th, 1879. 
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Baarat MIoIR, 
Jane 17th, 1879. 


BuaratT MIBIR. 


BuaRatT Mrauie. 
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5. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 17th J =. ap tay scypee an article 

3 : cputhnot, 2 the protests made by the members o 

Piva hy Galion ot Gs colees Gorerocr-General’s Council against i 
duties. remission of the cotton duties. The opposi 
forces which elsewhere restrict the power of Government within certain 
prescribed limits are in India extremely feeble. In this country, the 
people possess almost no power; save with the permission of the authorities 
which can only be granted asa favour, they have no right to interfere in 
any public affairs. Then, again, in India there is no strong public opinion 
or a powerful press. The former is so weak that even the Magistrates who 
generally play the Nawabs in the mofussil easily and fearlessly set it at 
defiance. It was this which enabled Lord Lytton to remit, at this time of 
financial difficulty, the cotton duties to the extent of 20 lakhs of rupees q 
year in utter disregard of the protests of his colleagues and the remonstrance 
of the public. (Here follows the substance of the minutes of Sir Alexander 
Arbuthnot, &c.) Not one of the dissenting members is to be slighted, 
What reply has Lord Lytton to make to the valid objections raised? That 
at this time when there is distress in every household, when the Exchequer 
is empty, and when for meeting the ordinary expenses of the administra- 
tion, Government is being obliged to have recourse to loans, that upon such 
an occasion Lord Lytton has brought a reproach upon his own reputa- 
tion only to please Manchester has been freely and repeatedly remarked 
in these columns; and the same will be repeated a hundred times over, 
We do not see that any sufficient reason exists for repealing the cotton 
duties at this time of India’s difficulty. The voice of her people is indeed 
weak and their arms feeble, but the power of justice is unbounded; and 
this action will one day be weighed in the balance. 

6. The same paper adverts to a rumour that the salaries of all officers 
drawing high pay will be reduced by 10 per 
cent; and remarks as follows:—May God 
grant good hearts to Lord Lytton and the Secretary of State; and may this 
good rumour prove true. India has now nothing left; the last drop of her 
blood is about to be sucked dry. This poor country cannot any longer bear 
the cost of high salaries paid to the officers of Government. The people are 


Reduction of expenditure. 


dying ; even their bones are being ground. For the past hundred years, such 


distress has not been known. During the three years of Lord Lytton’s rule 
the once smiling face of the country has been turned into a desert. Reduc- 
tion of expenditure should be made in every branch of the administration. 
The high salaries paid to the European officers of Government should be 
reduced. Does not Lord Lytton see that there are large numbers of appoint- 
ments which may be conferred upon natives with advantage to the State? 
The work will be cheaply and more efficiently done by this means. 
7. We take the following from the same paper:—There could be n0 
The Dacca and Mymensing Rail. more fitting opportunity for commencing the 
i projected Dacca and Mymensingh Railway 
than the present, when there is widespread distress in Eastern Bengal. 
But what likelihood is there of the work being taken up soon? As long 
as Sir John Strachey is in power, it does not argue well for the country. All 
public works have been stopped. There will be no more roads or railways 
shortly constructed. Lord Lytton is now bent upon making retrenchments. 
But a suspension of such public works as roads and railways is not, after 
all, the best means of making a reduction of expenditure. If His Excel- 
lency could but induce the Secretary of State- to abolish the College at 
Cooper’s Hill ; if he could reduce the present large and unnecessary 
number of Engineers ; and, after close investigation, strike at the root of the 
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d misappropriation which rule supreme in the Public Works 
Topertnenh we might then be convinced that his love of making retrench- 
ments was @ disinterested one, and that his policy did not contemplate the 
sacrifice of the interests of this country. But what is there . remaining 
to complete this sacrifice? The License tax, which was imposed to 
prevent the recurrence of famines, has occasioned a famine in every 
province; and, if this be not the crowning misery of India, we do not 
know what is. Instead of saving life, the License tax has been a means 
of destroying it on the Afghan soil. What other policy equally unfavour- 
able could India witness? We shall not refer to the speech of 
Mr. Yule; the constant and heart-rending sighs of the poor are more 
eloquent. There would be still some comfort, if it were seen that the 
proceeds of this ruinous and harassing tax, which did not touch the pockets 
of the rich, was being expended on the construction of railways and in 
supplying a morsel of food to the starving wretch. Sir Ashley Eden, who 
has seen the condition of Eastern Bengal with his own eyes, was in favour 
of a railway from Dacca to Mymensingh. Perhaps his hands are now 
tied down, and he cannot move without the permission of Lord Lytton. We 
ask the latter to once turn his eyes, which are ever revelling amidst the 
scenes of Simla, to the world below. There is a perennial famine in 
Eastern Bengal which was so long free from the presence of this scourge. 
This province of the Empire has always been neglected: no influential 
newspapers represent her grievances to Government, nor has she any leading 
men to give tongue to her woes. Is not even one pice of the License Tax 
Fund, which is raised by sucking the life-blood of the poor, to be spent for her 
benefit? Sir John Strachey may well afford to forsake honesty, justice, and 
all moral scruples; he may forget his pledges within the space of one year. 
The Strachey family has never had any place in the pages of history, nor do 
they deserve any. India, too, has never believed in the two Stracheys. But 
Lord Lytton has enjoyed a traditional good name, and History contains an 
honorable mention of the Lyttons. The Rienzi and the verses of Owen 
Meredith, have charmed the educated, and endeared to them the father 
and son. Will Lord Lytton now ruin his pure fame in India? Let him yet 
bethink himself, and redeem his pledges by ordering the construction of 
railways from the fund of the License tax. 
8. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th June, refers to the 
The overriding of the views of his Minutes of Sir Alexander Arbuthnot and 
Council by Lord Lytton in the aboli- other members of the Viceroy’s Council against 
eee ee the remission of the cotton duties and the 
overriding of their views by Lord Lytton. ‘The Secretary of State also did 
not consult his Council on this matter. The present rulers are seeking to 
subvert the salutary system which has so long been followed in the conduct 
of public affairs, namely, that the opinion of the majority should prevail. 
At the present moment, Lord Beaconsfield, the Secretary of State, the 
Governor-General, as well as the Provincial Governors are all despotic in 
their actions. Parliament, too, is indifferent. .The present rulers are also 
guilty of subordinating their own private interests to the good of the admin- 
istration. Thus, in order that he may be able to retain his power, Lord 
Beaconsfield has remitted the cotton duties. 
9. The people are anxious, observes the same paper, to learn what 
The case of Mr, Magrath. punishment has been inflicted upon Mr. 
Magrath, the Magistrate of Monghyr. Be- 
fore the time of Sir Richard Temple, it would never be believed that a 
Civilian who was a European was ever to be punished by Government with 
anything like severity for doing any wrong to the natives of the country. 


Ananpa Bazar 
PaTRIEA, 


Jane 17th, 1879. 


Ananpa BazaR 
PaTRIKA. 


SaADHARANS!I, 
June 22nd, 1879. 


SADHARANI. 


Sir Ashley Eden is quite the = pe of his predecessor in office. In their 
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It was Sir Richard who first showed ‘his consideration for the people. by 
punishing Mr. Kirkwood and other tyrannical officers. In many respects 


attitude to the different political associations in this country, to the Educa. 
tion Department, to the indigo planters, to the subject of the prosecution of 
Public Works, and to the people generally, the two Governors differ entirely 
from each other. 4 ae 

10. The Sddhdrani, of the 22nd June, comments on the resolution 

recently issued by the Government of Indis 
arte, -fnancial position and the reviewing its present financial position, and 

e fund. : : : ’ 

making reference to the faminefund. Accord. 
ing to the Editor, this document is nothing else than an explanation tendered, 
on behalf of Government, to an offended public; and the gist of it is that 
the rulers having been obliged to misappropriate certain funds are now 
willing to make good the sum thus misappropriated. That the British 
Government have confessed so much, and have sought to justify their action, 
has, of course, gratified us. The arbitrary actions of a despotic Govern. 
ment need occasion no surprise ; and he would only be laughed at, who should 
seek to judge political measures by the standard which does well in judging 
of the actions of individuals. There is, however, this to be said: on the 
other hand, that a Government whose power is practically unlimited has no 
excuse for setting aside its promises. The British Government, too, has in 
a manner confirmed this statement. The article concludes by saying that, 
since Government is not bound to account for its actions any body 
in India, what is the good of raising discussions regarding any funds which 
it may have expended, and the purposes for which they were expended ; the 
more so as the authorities have shown a sensitiveness to public criticism, and 
sought somehow, by humouring the public, to offer an explanation? In 
these circumstances, it is wiser on our part to be satisfied. 

11. In public, on paper, by verbal assurances, Government is now, 
observes the same paper, seeking by various 
means to effect a reduction of public expendi- 
ture; but that all these willlead to any practical results, we do not believe. 
Almost all Governors ever since the time of Lord Mayo have, at least once 
during their tenure of office, raised the cry of retrenchment, have dispensed 
with the services of a few duftrees and peons, and have stopped the further 
prosecution of a number of useful public works; and this they have done 
while public expenditure has grown by one or two crores of rupees annually. 
The increase that has thus taken place within the last ten years has been 
really enormous; and should it continue for another decade, India would 
be utterly denuded of her population. . If, again, during the next ten years, 
we are required to raise by taxation an amount equal to that which will 
have been expended during this period, certainly the people will perish. As 
it is, taxation has reduced their incomes; and when gradually they become 
steeped in poverty, deaths from starvation will take place. Government, it 
would appear, has realized the position in some measure. We say in some 
measure, for had they but fully comprehended the true state of matters, 
the game of hide-and-seek would not have been played in Cabul at so much 
cost ; nor would the License tax, which sucks dry the life-blood of petty shop- 
keepers and artizans, have continued in operation, and a partial remission 
of the cotton duties made in order to gratify a few powerful English 
merchants. Hence it is, that we are of opinion that, in spite of their con- 
sultations and published resolutions, the authorities will not be -able to 
achieve any practical results. It is seldom that those who lack conviction 
succeed in any matter. The reductions which are contemplated in the Civil 
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Departments of the administration, if carried out, will effect -but a trifling 
saving, in comparison with the large revenue which has been relinquished 
‘1 the interests of Manchester. Retrenchments in connection with what are 
called the Reproductive Public Works are always injurious to the public 
‘nterests; and yet Government is determined upon applying the shears here. 
The military charges will be practically untouched, while Government lacks 
both the courage and greatness to reduce expenditure by appointing natives 
to high offices in the public service. Its efforts in the direction of retrench- 
ment will affect such items of expenditure as are really necessary, or a 
reduction of which will return only a small saving, while the monster charges 
remain untouched. Government has not yet fully realized the utter poverty 
of this country, otherwise their eyes would have been opened long before 
this. We, however, hope that the true state of matters will soon be 
disclosed; for such utter poverty can never fail to produce some results. 

12. Adverting to the Resolution recently put forth by the Govern- 
ment of India on the present state of the 
finances, the Sahachar, of the 23rd June, 
remarks that Government is now exerting itself to make retrenchments in 
the public expenditure. It is, of course, quite another question whether 
their efforts will meet with success. We have no confidence in the ability 
or good faith of Sir John Strachey; what: we want now is a sound financer 
like Mr. Laing. Lord Lytton and his finance minister have shewn that 
they lack a fixed policy. The Resolution now published is not likely to 
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lead to any practical results. It is a delusive thing altogether. If it is really 


desired to make a reduction of expenditure, the annual exodus to Simla 
should first be discontinued. In Bombay and Madras, there should be 
Lieutenant-Governors, instead of Governors, aided by an Executive Council ; 
nor is there any necessity of maintaining separate Commanders-in-Chief of 
the army in these two Presidencies. Lord Lytton has done well by trans- 
ferring Mr. Hume elsewhere. In the Public Works Department, the Staff 
Corps appointments should be abolished ; as also the College at Cooper’s Hill. 
The Editor promises to return to the subject in his next issue. 
13. The same paper thus refers to the strictures passed by Lord Cranbrook 
The minutes of Sir A. Arbuth. OD the language of the minutes written by Sir 
not, &c., on the cotton duties. Alexander Arbuthnot and others on the re- 
mission of the cotton duties :—The Secretary of State has characterized the 
language employed by. the dissenting members ascoarse. Indeed! Of course, 
Lord Beaconsfield and his dishonest followers may say this; and all those 
who may happen to differ from them may be set down as discourteous and 
foolish. But the whole country, and every impartial person in England, 
have approved of the remarks made by Mr. Stokes and his colleagues. Now, 
we want to ask, whether the language employed by the Secretary of 
State was warranted or not. Is he competent to rebuke in this way? 
His competency, it appears, is equal to that of Lord Lytton. ‘While the 
former has not consulted his Council at all, the latter has defiantly set aside 
the opinions of his Councillors. He works by secret telegrams. Is it not 
true that the remission of the cotton duties was mainly due to him? As 
far as the present ministry are concerned, it is idle to appeal -to justice. 
We had, nevertheless, expected that like all impostors, they would be 
content with only gaining their object, and not revile those who pro- 
tested in the name of justice. The hour of reckoning, however, is coming. 
The ministry have been found out. They will not be allowed to do in 
England what Prince Bismarck is doing in Germany. The British nation 


has not yet. been so demoralized and weakened as the Romans under 
Augustus, 
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June 23rd, 1879. 
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14. The Navavibhdkar, of the 23rd June, remarks, that unde, the 
Government resolution on the state administration of Lord Beaconsfield, Govern. 
of the finances, and reduction of ex- ment has become more despotic than ever 
penditure. | The English constitution, and the power which 
the British nation exercises over public affairs, makes it almost impossible 
for a Prime Minister to grow despotic. Still, under the plea of enhancin 
the prestige of England, Lord Beaconsfield is extending the functions of 
the Government. Since such is the state of things in England, in India 
the case is worse. Among a subject people, who do not possess any voice 
in the administration of their country, or any representative institutions, 
Government finds it but an easy task to grow arbritrary. In seeking to 
carry out the instructions of his political chief, Lord Lytton is betraying 
a singular arbitrariness of conduct. He has muzzled the Vernacular Pregg 
taken away the right of petition, and has at last interfered with the indepen- 
dence of his colleagues in council. It is therefore some comfort to notice 
that such a despotism as our Government is, has felt the necessity of 
making a reply to the charges which have been brought against it, from 
all sides, of breach of faith in connection with the License Tax Fund. The 
circular that has been issued discloses an improvement in the state of 
the finances, which, considering the short period that has elapsed since the 
financial statement was given to the public in April last, must be regarded 
as marvellous. It remains to be seen whether the statements put forth in 
the document are based upon facts, or have been intended to lull public 
dissatisfaction. : 
15. Thesame paper, in reviewing the resolution of Government on the 
last administration report of the Jail Depart- 
ment, dwells on the cruel treatment of the 
short-term prisoners in the jails, and the high rate of mortality which 
follows as a consequence. They are extremely overworked. If the autho- 
rities of the Jail Department were to regulate the punishments awarded to 
the several criminals according to their respective position in society, the 
present high rate of mortality would soon diminish. 
16. The same paper does not see why Sir Steuart Bayley should be 
Sir 8. C. Bayley as Lieutenant. ®@ppointed to officiate as Lieutenant-Governor 
Governor of Bengal. of Bengal, in supersession of Messrs. Rivers 
Thompson and Aitchison, who are both his seniors and able men. The 
proposed arrangement, it is hinted, is due to favoritism. 
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FAMINE. 


17. A correspondent of the Navavibhdkar, of the 16th June, writing 
Distress and high pricesin Négar- {rom Nagarpore, in the district of Mymensing, 
pore. dwells on the severe distress which has been 
caused to the inhabitants by the high prices of food-stuffs. Rice sells at 
Rs. 4-12 to Rs.5a maund. Many are living on vegetables alone, while 
more have taken to begging alms. Instances of death from starvation have 
also been reported. The prospects of the crops are gloomy. It behoves the 
authorities to spend at least a portion of the proceeds of the License tax 
raised in this district on relief operations. 
18. Correspondents of = Bharat Mihir, of the 17th June, oo 
ey ” the distress and the high prices which now 
eee | pore in Kastern eli a the sub-divisions 
of Manickgunge in Dacca, and in Tangail, Pingna, Atia, Kagmari, and 10 
the district of Furreedpore, the inhabitants are sorely pinched. The authorities 
are asked to attend. 


( 9 ) 


19. The Sanjtvani, (a Mymensing paper), of the 20th June, refers to 
the wide-spread distress in astern Bengal 
occasioned by the prevailing high prices. The 
coarse rice sells at Rs. 6 a maund. ae 
20. A correspondent of the Sddhdrani, of the 22nd June, notices the 
eee P severe distress which exists among the in- 
seep ieale GIR habitants of this district. Rice sells at Re. 5 
a maund. The ryots have withheld their rents, and are asking the zemindars 
for relief. The latter, who are poor, have in consequence been put to much 
ifficulty. 
a1. The same paper notices the existence of severe distress in most 
High peiode and wide-cpread dis. OF HO districts of Hastern Bengal which 
tress. have been well known as grain-producing 
districts. Prices are very high. The case is the same in Hooghly 
and Burdwan also, where all articles are selling at high rates. Govern- 
ment, of course, would not admit the existence of a famine or open 
any relief works until large numbers of the famine-stricken actually entered 
these districts in search of employment. Be that as it may, at no distant 
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date, there will be a fearful famine all over Bengal; and it behoves the — 


local Government to be careful before hand. Neithera policy of latssez faire 
which marked the action of Government in the time of the Orissa famine, 
nor a waste public funds which characterized relief operations in Tirhoot is 
advisable. 


Local. 


22. The Sadharani, of oe 22nd June, notices au ange p - hard- 
stint eal ship occasioned by the indiscretion of a License 
i rand te Rearemec tax collector in Hooghly. The property of one 
Mahindra Pal, a hawker of brazen articles in the Kharuabazar of Chinsurah, 
was seized in order to recover a sum due from Muktaram De. The latter 
who had been a dealer in the same articles, and had died before all this took 
place, used, when he was alive, to deposit his things in the same room which 
was now occupied by Mahindra. 
23. <A correspondent of the Navavibhakar, of the 23rd June, complains 
Tax on carts, &c., in the Howrah ‘that carts and beasts of burden have to pay 
Municipality. the municipal toll three times over in coming 
to the village of Bydntrd, which is under the Howrah Municipality. This 
toll is levied in three different toll-houses ; although these are all under the 
same municipality. The attention of Government is directed to the hard- 
ship which is occasioned by this arrangement. ue 
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